
Ancient Rome
Chapter 9  - Geography



Geography

 700 B. C. people from Greece began to colonize 
other parts of the Mediterranean region – now 
present day Italy.  

 People left Greece due to wars in Greece, wanted 
a new life, religion, better farmland, and 
freedoms from dictators. 

 Many people came from Asia, northern Europe,                                

Egypt, and other parts of Africa.



Ancient Rome

 Rome became more powerful than 
Athens or Sparta because they 
began to unify the city-states under 
its rule.  

 Through constant wars, Rome 
became an empire and              
ruled much of the known                    
world.



Geography
 The Italian peninsula is 

part of the European  
continent.  

• It juts out into the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

 It looks like a boot and the 
“toe” appears to be kicking 
the island of Sicily.  

• Sicily had rich farmland that 
made it popular to farmers 
who wanted more land in 
which to farm.

 It is off the southwest tip 
of the Italian peninsula.  



Geography

 Like Greece, Italy had mountains that 
made up a large part of the landscape.

• The Alps, which lie on the northern border 
of Europe’s highest mountain range, walls 
off Italy from the rest of the European 
continent; just like the Himalayas in India.

• Apennine Mountains resemble a backbone 
running the length of the peninsula.  

 Travel is difficult and is mainly used for 
herding sheep.  

 They form a giant backbone through the 
Italian peninsula



Geography
 Also, like Greece, Italy has 

fertile plains in which to 
farm.  

 The Latium 

(pronounced LAY 
shee um) Plain is

located on the west 
coast of central Italy. 
It is rich in volcanic 
soil that is ideal for 
raising many 
different crops.

• Most important: grapes

 The Tiber River 
runs through this 
plain and provides 
irrigation and 
movement of 
goods to other 
areas.

• It became a 
highway for travel 
between the 
mountains of Italy 
and the 
Mediterranean 
coast.



Geography

 The naming of Rome has never been 
found out; however, a story that has 
been passed down for many generations 
about the naming of Rome claims to 
solve that problem. 

 Read the section “A City Along the River” 
in your textbook to answer the questions.  
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 The story of the City of Seven Hills 
was a myth young Romans learned 
about the founding of their state.



A City of Seven Hills

 Rome was built on 
seven hills in Italy 
because the enemy 
would be seen so 
the hills provided 
protection from 
invaders.  

 Secondly, the river 
made a fine 
highway for travel.
• Boats brought 

goods from 
faraway places as 
well as technology 
from communities 
upriver.

 The third advantage 
helped farmers with 
the soil.  Volcanoes 
deposited ash during 
eruptions with 
provided nutrients 
for the soil.

 Rome was the center 
of the Ancient 
Roman and Roman 
Empire.

• It is also the capital of 
present-day Italy.



Peninsula Peoples
 Before Rome was 

founded, there 
were other peoples 
who developed 
civilizations in 
Italy.

 The Etruscans 
settled on the 
plain northwest 
of the Tiber 
River.

• The society was 
ruled by Kings.

 In 575 B.C., its army 
conquered much of the 
Italian peninsula, 
including Rome.

• Their kings led Rome to 
victory over many of its 
neighbors in Latium.

 The Romans embraced 
belief in some of the 
Etruscan gods and 
used their alphabet 
even though they 
didn’t like being ruled 
by them.



Peninsula Peoples

 In 509 B.C., the 
leading families 
of Rome 
overthrew their 
Etruscan King.

 During the period 
of Etruscan rule, 
Rome continued 
to grow and 
develop.

 The people of Rome 
had no way of 
knowing that they 
would one day become 
the center of a mighty 
empire.

 Roman laws, 
language, and 
achievements would 
affect not only all of 
Italy but in time much 
of the world.
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